
EDITORIAL NOTES.

We have received a- - communication
from a resident in the Hamakua dis-

trict complaining of manj' things,but
of one thing in chief, viz., that the
road taxes which the inhabitants of

that district have paid have not been j

expanded in the district. As to thy j

road tax paid this year our eorrespon- - !

dent may be accused of being rather ;

in The repairs of the year;
have to be provided for out of this
money and then is need that it be ;

lm-band.- -d for the purpose. Hut he
claims that the grievance extends '

back to lat year. If he he correct in j

his calculations ttie fact shows a weak ;

system, and suggests the question
i

whether the time has not arrived
when some ort of local supervision of ;

the expenditure of the road
.

tax, ant! of
a w

moneys appropriated ny tne legisla-
ture to supplement that source of sup-

ply, hy persons elected by the taxpay-
ers of each district might not be found
practicable. Decentralization of ad-

ministrative work is a great cry in
many countries, and not without rea-

son. It is simply impossible that a
Minister can satisfactorily supervise
all the work of road repair and forma-

tion aud all the bridges and culverts
in the Kingdom. The road supervisors
may be tiie most painstaking and
conscientious of men, but they would
nevertheless be the better tor having
a head over them, present on the spot,
instructed by personal experience in
the requirements of the districts in
which they dwell, and pay taxes. A
measure of this sort, a step in the di-

rection of local self-governm- ent would
we feel sure be a popular one and
though difficulties might present
themselves at the outset, we feel sure
that it would in the end be fouL.d a
successful one. It is difficult to con-

ceive any country of the same dimen-
sions to which such a method of ad-mistrat- ion

is more suited. Not only
i3 our narrow territory divided into
several islands, but on all the larger
islands inter-communicati- on between
district and district i3 infrequent and
comparatively slow. To have to refer
every point of importance in the ad-

ministration of purely local affairs to
Honolulu involves at least a week's
delay, and in many cases, when the
matter in hand demands deliberation,
it requires much more. A District
Board as it might he designated
would be less dilatory in its decisions,
and would on the average be much
more likely to be right, when it did
decide, than any Minister or .Superin-

tendent of Public Works possibly
could be. This idea needs to be ven-

tilated and kept before the public
mind. It involves reform in a direc-

tion which cannot help being popular
and which the example of othdr coun-

tries has demonstrated to be sound.

Though the Louisiana planters are
arrayed against us on the question of
the Reciprocity Treaty, they are
earnestly on our side in regard to the
threatened reduction of sugar duties,
and have been speaking out on the
subject, as witness t lie following tele-

gram :

New Orleans, January 1. The
convention of sugar planters, to take
action relative to threatened legisla-
tion by Congress on the sugar tariff,
assembled to-da- y. Ex-Govern- or

Francis T. Nichols presided. Among
the delegates were many of the
wealthiest and most influential plant-
ers in the State ; also a number of
colored planters. Resolutions were
adopted declaring that the sugar in-

dustry should not be annihilated in
order to protect niore favored indus-
tries, nor to settle political difficulties;
that capital and labor here have with
each other even more harmonious re-

lations than exist elsewhere in the
United States in any great industry ;

that our capital will be destroyed anil
our laborers dispersed and degraded
and utterly impoverished by further
adverse legislation, and tnat the pres-

ent depression of the sugar industry
of Louisiana is in a great measure due
to the constant agitation of the sugar
tarill'and the resulting insecurity of
capital invested in sugar production.

The resolutions further declare that
if the Government thinks it right and
proper to foster and protect the in-

dustries of iron, wool and cotton man-
ufactures, the producers of sugar
throughout the United States, as
American citizen, are entitled to the
the same protection and should not
be sacrificed for the benefit of the
West Indies, Mexico and the Hawai- -
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ian Islands, and conclude with a pro-- j

'test against any further reduction ot
the sugar tariff. A resolution was j

also adopted protesting against the j

Hawaiian treaty and the proposed '

Mecican reciprocity treaty; also re- -j

questing their Senators and repre- - j

sentatives in Congress to protect the
siigar-producir- .g interests.

THINGS IN GENERAL.

I was listening the other dav to a
knot of people who were discussing
things in general the things them-
selves, not mv comments on them. Tn
the cour-- e of the discursive talk some
one happened on the subject of Chi-
nese immigrants and their detention
in quarantine on arrival here. Some
one present wanted to know why this
was insisted upon with them and not
in the case of Portuguese or South Sea
Islanders. The pros and cons of the
matter were discussed and the general
verdict was that it was all a fhani to
make the Coast people believe that we
did not want Chinamen here, whilst
all the time we are yearning to have
two or three thousand of them to
spread broadcast over our plantations

a sort of human fertiliser.

The day after that on which I had
listened to the above astute conclusion,
I met our Port Physician and thought
I would feel his pulse on this subject.
I wanted to know what he did with
his Chinese when he got them safely
on the reef and why he sent them
there and why they did not go to Ka-kaa- ko

like the Portuguese, etc., just
the questions I had heard discussed
the day before. From him I learnt
that these hordes of "Mongolians" (as
it is the humor of the day to call them,
albeit they have no Mongolian blood
in their veins unless it has been ac-

quired surreptitiously) coming from
cities notorious tr the constant pres-
ence of small-po- x, are suspected of
being capable of introducing Ihe con-tagiu- m

of that disease into the coun-
try. They are only quarantined for
so long a time as is necessary to ex-

amine them for symptoms of that, or
any other infectious disease, and to
fumigate all their belongings and to
give their persons and clothing that
good airing which they need so much
after a couple of months aboard steam-
ers and hulks on the way here.crowd-e- d

up as they so love to be. I wanted
to know if it were not true that a fort-

night, or at most, three weeks, would
suffice to show the existence of small-
pox in any group of people who were
isolated all the time from their fellow-me- n

to the extent these immigrants
by the "Rio Janeiro" had beeu.
Whereupon the learned doctor gave
me sundry items of information which
were new to me and "may be so to
many of my readers on which account
I will produce here somo notes taken
on the subject at the time.

" A recent number of the Lancet
says that two cases of smallpox lately
broke out in two towns in Scotland,
one in each town, and further asserts
that in neither case has direct infec-

tion, been traced; and they have
probably arisen out of the poison of
an epidemic ot two years ago (A. D.
1SS2). Medical knowledge has not
yet been able to solve the practical
important question "What is the
greatest striking distance of an infec-

tious disease? i.e., across how many
feet, or yards, of air does its power of

ing its special symptoms ex-

tend ? Or the equally important
question What is the length of the
infective period of an infectious di-

sease ? " i.e., after the lapse of how
long a time may we be sure it will
uot re-produ- ce itself, even under fa-

vorable circumstances ? .One medical
authority says that the infecting dis-

tance ot smallpox is considerable,
from thirty to fifty feet or more ;

while one case is reported in which
the effluvium of smallpox crossed a
river fifteen hundred feet wide, and
affected ten out of twelve carpenters
who were working on the other side.
The vitality of the poisonous princi-
ple of smallpox may be inferred from
the fact that clothing (especially
woollen) will retain it for months,
some persons declare for years, when
confined. In the minds of many per-
sons there is some confusion with re-

gard to the meaning of the terms
'contagious' and infectious,' but
there ought not to be much doubt in
applying either of these terms to a
disease. A disease is contagious

when it is propagable by contact,
either immediate as between person
and person, or mediate as through
the carriage of the poisonous matter
in a patient's clothing, secretions,
etc. On the other hand, a disease is
infectious when, without contact of
any kind, its poison can act across a
space filled with air, as ii were, leap-
ing across this intervening space to
attack its victim. Both of these
terms are applicable to smallpox."

Thus much I gathered from the
doctor and went on my way rejoicing
that these people, Mho, before they
come here, run so many chances of
coming in contact with smallpox, are
hung out on the reef for an airing,
and have their effects fumigated be-

fore they are allowed to enter the
town. 1 had enough of smallpox
thiee years ago, and hope I shall
never again have to spend my time
in a town subjected to such an

All the talk this week has been
about sudden deaths and inquests. In
some countries there is an inquest
held in every case of sudden death,
and people want to know why it is
not so here. Every man thinks that
these things ought to be subjected to
public investigation before jury un-
less the case happens to be in his own
house. Then his feelings, or his
wife's, or his sister's feelings turn up
on the scene, and he is unhappy ac-

cordingly. But feelings must count
for nothing where justice and the
public safety are concerned fiat jus-ticiaru- at

"heartstrings." Only, be it
remembered, the law here is not like
that of other countries ; it only ordains
an inquest when any person is "sup-
posed to have come to his death by
poisoning, violence, or in any suspi-
cious manner," the question whether
there has been poisoning, violence,
or any suspicious circumstance in
connection with the event being ap
parently left to the judgment of the.
Coroner. The old English statute
about coroners is more comprehensive
in lewer words, and says, 14 they shall
go to the places where any be slain or
suddenly dead." There is some sim-
ilar law in most civilized countries.
Nobody likes an inquest when he is
mixed up with it himself, but for all
that, the only controversy I ever
heard before about Coroners aud their
duties was whether legal 6r medical
men should hold the office. Here, our
coroners are neither the one nor
the other. If neither are available it
seems to me to be a magistrate's func-
tion and in some countries where Cor-
oners are scarce, Magisterial enquiries
are made by law to take the place of
inquests. I do not think the judicial
and executive functions should be
mixed up by making even the chief of
the police department a Coroner. But
so long as Mr. Parke has that office,
and has to administer the law, as he
finds it in Sec. 319, of the Civil Code,
I do not see why he should be taken
to task for not holding an inquest
when the law does not say that he
should. Meanwhile on the general
question 1 go with the populace, and
would have the law altered so that
every case of sudden death should
have a public explanation. If Coron-
ers are paid by salary and not by fees,
no one will suspect them of holding
unnecessary inquests. A certain dis-

cretion should also be allowed them.
Deaths occur unexpectedly, which yet
are so evidently the effects of known
disease, that no further explanation is
needed. Accidental deaths, sudden,
unexplained deaths, as well as those
manifestly caused by violence or poi-

son, or as to which any form of foul
play is suspected, ought to be investi-
gated before a jury.

I asked a friend the other day if he
were goine; to vote for J. O. Carter.
"Well," he said, "I am quite ready
to do .so, only I want to hear what he
is oiug to say I don't like buying a
pig in a poke; if he does not come out
with a platform he will not got ray
vote. I hear such contradictory stor-
ies about him." 44 Pooh ! pooh ! " I
replied, "have you not seen what the
Advertiser says of him; are you not
satisfied with that ? Now the man
who is not satisfied with what the Ad-

vertiser says is a most unreasonable
mortal, but it seems I had stumbled
on one of this sort, for all I could get
out of him was 14 1 want to hear what
he has to say for himself." So my
canvass that afternoon ended in

Island Notes.

Submarine Eruption off Hawaii.

A correspondent residing in Kuu. write :
4i We have been greatly interested in a vol-

canic submarine eruption which occurred
on Tueday morning, Jan. 22, about half a
mile o:YApua Point, the east cape of Hawaii
Mid some fifteen or twenty miles from the
crater of Kilauea. A column of water, like
a dome, several hundred feet up into
the air, accompanied with clouds of smoke
and All Kilauea rang, from the sea
:o the cratti. a enveloped in the dense
cloud.-- That cd from the water, and the
ocean was al.--o covered '.ith clouds of steam
as far as the eve could reach, while rainbows
spanned from Kilauea to the ocean. In the af-

ternoon the wind blew a hurricane, uproot-
ing trees all around us, but this high wind
continued for only four or Jive hours. The
next day was bright and clear, but a heavy
bank of clouds still hung over the scene of
the eruption and over the Kilauea ridge. No
further eruption, however, has been ob-

served at sea."
Hoxokaa, January 23, 1884.

A sad accident occurred on Sunday to a
native girl at Paanhau. Her clothes caught
lire, and before they could be removed, her
entire body was so badly burnt that she is
not expected to live.

Health Department, Honolulu.

MORTUARY REPORT FOR JANUARY, IsSl.
The total numbt-- r of deaths reported for the

month of January was 55, distributed as follows :

Under 1 year s From :i0 to Jt

From 1 to 5 3 From 4i) to 50
From 5 to 10 2 From 50 to (0
From 10 to 20 B From f0 to 70 :.
From 20 to 8; Over 70 8

Male? 31 Females '21

Hawaiians 40 (treat Rritain , 1

Chinese c United states America 0
Portuguese Other Nationalities 2
South Sea Islands.

CAUSK OK DKATII.

Abcess Disease of Rraiu....
Accident Leprosy
Asthma Opium
Reriberi Old Age
Cholera Infantum. Paralysis
Congestion Pneumonia
Convulsions Rheumatism
Consumption ISyphillis
Debility Suicide
Dysentery Tetanus
Dropsy Unknown
Disease of Heart.... Whoopin? Cough.

Total

COM PA U AT I VK MONTHLY MOltTAUTT,

January, 1878, deaths, Xi January, 1882, deaths, 15

January, 1879, deaths, 74 January, lu-tf- , deaths, 4iS

January, 1S80, deaths, 80 January, 1SS4, deaths, 55
January, ISSI, deaths, 40

DKATHS BY WARD KOlt MONTH.

Ward, 1 2 a 4 5 6 7 8 : 10 11 12 13

Deirnri 4Ti-rRT-Tn- i -- 1 i -- 1 i -
Outside s.

Xotk; seven of the above were non-resident- s.

John H. Rhown,
Agent Roard of Health.

Sickness in Schools.

D17KINO MONTH OK JAXl'AKV, ISS1.

1'KIt CKNTAOK
SCHOOLS. MHOLAItS. SICK. OK SICKNESS.

Fort St 17:s .0114
Royal ::,() 1.1 Nearly
Pohukaina 130 None
St. Albans ! i 3.12
St. Louis 213 9 4.22
Preparat'y 95 S h.42

Scholars absent three or more consecutive days
on account of sickness, or alleged sickness, are re-

ported sick.

plugging.

Inter-Islan- d

Steam Navigation Company's

.i.viii,?

T I oVt E T A B I--j K

Steamer JPIanter,
RATES ...Commander

Will run regularly for Koua and Kau.

LEAVES HONOLULU AT 1 P. M.

Friday January 11 Friday... February 22

Tuesday January 22 Tuesday. March 4

Friday." February l! Friday... March 14

Tuesday February 12 Tuesday. March 25

ARRIVING AT HONOLULU AT 5 P. M.

Friday January Hj Friday... ...February 29
Tuesday January 29 Tuesday March 11

Fridav February s! Friday... March 21

Tu csd'u v Feb n i a ry 1 f

Steamer Iwaiani,
( "A ME RON Commander

Leaves Honolulu Every .Mondny, tt
Fur Nawiliwili, Koloa, Waimea and Eleele, Kauai.
Returning, leaves Nawiliwili every Saturday
evening.

Stesauier Js. IJIalfcee,
FREEMAN Commtndr

Leaves Honolulu Every Tlnirslaj' at

For Kapua and Kilauea. Returning Kauai
every Tuesday at 1 P. M. and touching at Wainnae
both ways.

Stcaiucr. IS. Kisliop
DA I TS - Commander.

Leaves Honolulu livery Tuesday at
1 I

For Kukuihaele. Honokaa and Paanhau. Return-
ing arrives at Iloi olulu every Saturday morning.

o wtf

AUCTION SALE.

5

SAL3I0N ! SAL3I0N !

Plantation Salmon
AT AUCTION.

!) Jlarrels Prime Kud Salmon.
A Tine 4'li:uice for Planters.

"i: ARE 1I REi TED TO sEl.i. AT Al'C V-

ton on

Tuesday, February 5t3i,
At our salesroom, at b A. M., the above lit f

salmon, fur account of owner. The salmon is io
good order, and a liberal credit will heaven on ap-

proved paper.

j l:-- v:o u tumf r jj

BANKING NOTICE.
The I'nder.Nl-ine- have formed

mtd'T the tirni name of Spreckel Jfc Co., Kr the
purphse of carrying on a ener,l banking and

buiness i Aonolulu, and such oilier
places in the Hawaiian Kingdom a may be de:ji-e- d

advisable.
Ji,'tied CI.Al'M SPRKCKKJ.S.

VM. l. IRWIN,
F. F. LOW.

Honolulu, January It. ISHI.

Referring to the above, we besj to inform the
btiMne.ss public that we are prewired to make loan t,
discount, approved note. and purchne exch.uiKP
at the best current rytcs. Our arrangements f jr
selling exchange on the principal cities of the
United States Europe, ('hin t, Japan, am. Austra-

lia, are beint; made, and when perfected, due no
tlee will be Klven. We shall also be prepared to
receive deposits on open account, make collection
mid conduct a ener.d ba'ikiu and exchange uu.
liess. Jal.'i d w 1ml SPRECKEI.S A CO.

Tin: i.Li.int at i:i

Clydesdale rSt.iillioii.,

DONALD D1NNIE, Jr.,
Will stand the Season of HSI ut Puehuehu, Iv'o

hula, Hawaii.

Description anil ' 1'eiliree:
This horse is a beautiful dapple Kruy, stand i VI

hands hiifh, weighs about 1,100 pounds, and is 7

years old ; he was sired by imported Donald
Dinnle; he by (Slancer, No. XW, first 'dam by
Prince Albert, No. 1,2.17, sec ond dam Youn? .Star,
No. 1,:?77. third dam by Farmer's Delight, No. 13-i- .

Rojrald Dinnie, Jr.'s, dam was imported from
Scotland ' John Torrence of Canada, She w:u
'ot by Clydesdale Jock : urand dam by Nonpareil

frreat grand dam by Campsize ; great grand gr.enl
dam be Prince of Wales. '

Tiie Fine Lnrs;e Imported .1mc3,

SAMPSON,
Will stand at the same time and place. He w:it
bred by T. C. Stevens of Stockton, Cal., w !i im-

ported his sire and dam both from Kentucky. He
has proven himself to be an extra ln sto '

getter and a very sure breeder.

TERMS :;j for the Sea-ton- . Mure f.iiJJ 14 lo
get in foal can be returned next season, free of

C. B. MILES,
Propri . .'.

CEO. S. HARRIS,
Ship and General Blacksmith.

WORK, RRIlXiE, JIOl'SK AND HEAVYSHIP Work, Moulding Ritts, Planing Knivei,
Anchors and Anvils repaired. eoseii"rk-- , Cru::
Axles and Wagon Axles mad" for the trad 01
reasonable term. . .

Masons for Traction laiines.
Artesian Well Tool-- , with all their fittings , a
specialty.

All orders promptly attended to, an 1

guaranteed.
Shop on the Esplanade, in tlx rear of Mr. (;').

Eneas' Planing Mill. f2-- w !y

Dissolntion of CopartncrsMp.

XTOTICi: IS HERERY OIVEN Til AT i H
IN ip heretofore existing

J. C. HARDEE and II. F. RERTELMA NN,
under the lirm name and style of

HAEDEE & BERTELirlAKK,
Proprietors of the Enterprise planing Mil!.

Is this day dissolved by mutual consent, II. F.
Rertelmann retiring. Th' business will hen-af- : '
be carried on by Charles J. Hardee, mdivi Inall . .

who will assume all liabilities of, arid collect r.:.

of the outstanding aeroiiritvlne to said lir. i.
J. HARDEE.

H. F. P.ERTEI.MAN.V
Dated Honolulu. January Vj, lssj. .

Referring t- tli" abo'-e- , r would rMectf
notifv all parti s owing tie; Enterprise Miil t. V. !

desire to, and miit, close al! accounts lm-ui- -

before January -t, lssl, and would earnest.
request that they come forward and settle :

once. .

Thanking my friends ami tne puni.e in e.e-..,- .

for their patronage in the past, and solk:t::ig a

continuance ofthe same in the future. I a..
respectfully,

C. J. HARDEE,
ja21-dlw-lt- w Proprietor Enterprise 21:'...


